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Week Ending Friday, May 5, 1989 


Remarks at the Bicentennial 
Celebration of George Washington’s 
Inauguration in New York City 


April 30, 1989 


Thank you, Senator, and Chief Justice 
Burger, Secretary Lujan, Ambassador Pick- 
ering, Archbishop Iakovos, Senators Moyni- 
han and Lautenberg, and Mayor Koch, 
fellow citizens of the United States. Two 
centuries ago, standing here, a man took an 
oath before a new nation and the eyes of 
God, an oath that I, like 40 before me, have 
since had the privilege to take. Everyone 
here today can still feel the pulse of history, 
the charge and power of that great moment 
in the genesis of this nation. Here the first 
Congress was in session, beginning a tradi- 
tion of representative government that has 
endured for 200 years. Here the representa- 
tives of 13 colonies struggled to find bal- 
ance, order, and unity between them. And 
here our first President issued a solemn ad- 
dress. 

One who was there wrote: “This great 
man was agitated and embarrassed more 
than ever he was by the leveled cannon or 
pointed musket. He trembled and, several 
times, could scarce make out to read.” Well, 
as Representative Boggs pointed out, who 
wouldn’t have felt some trepidation, under- 
taking a task which has never been tried in 
the world’s history? 

And on that day, Washington spoke of his 
conflict of emotions. He admitted his anxi- 
eties and deficiencies, as honest men will. 
But then, as his first official act, he turned 
to God, fervently, for strength. For he knew 
that the advancement of America, while it 
might rely on its Presidents, would surely 
depend on Providence. 

How unlikely it must have seemed then 
that we might become United States. How 
uncertain that a republic could be hewn out 
of the wilderness of competing interests. 
How awesome the prospect must have 
seemed to the man charged with guiding 


the new Republic, made possible by his 
leadership in battle. 

But George Washington defined and 
shaped this office. It was Washington’s 
vision, his balance of power and restraint as 
he watched over the Constitutional Con- 
vention in 1787, that gave the delegates 
enough confidence to vest powers in a 
Chief Executive unparalleled in any freely 
elected government, before or since. It was 
Washington’s vision, his balance, his integri- 
ty that made the Presidency possible. The 
Constitution was, and remains, a majestic 
document. But it was a blueprint, an outline 
for democratic government, in need of a 
master builder to ensure its foundations 
were strong. Based on that document, 
Washington created a living, functioning 
government. He brought together men of 
genius, a team of giants, with strong and 
competing views. He harnessed and direct- 
ed their energies. And he established a 
precedent for 40 Presidents to follow. 

For all of the turmoil and transformation 
of the last 200 years, there is a great con- 
stancy to this office and this Republic. So 
much of the vision of that first great Presi- 
dent is reflected in the paths pursued by 
modern Presidents. Today we reaffirm 
ethics, honor, and strength in government. 
Two centuries ago, in his first Inaugural Ad- 
dress, Washington spoke of a government 
“exemplified by all the attributes which can 
win the affections of its citizens and com- 
mand the respect of the world.” Today, we 
say that leaders are not elected to quarrel 
but to govern. On that spring day in 1789, 
Washington pledged that “no party animos- 
ities will misdirect the comprehensive and 
equal eye which ought to watch over this 
great assemblance of communities and in- 
terests.” Today, we seek a new engagement 
in the lives of others, believing that success 
is not measured by the sum of our posses- 
sions, our positions, or our professions, but 
by the good we do for others. Two hundred 
years ago today, Washington said there 
exists “in the economy and course of 
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nature, an indissoluble union between 
virtue and happiness, between duty and ad- 
vantage.” And so, today we speak of values. 
At his inauguration, Washington said that 
“the foundations of our national policy will 
be laid in the pure and immutable princi- 
ples of private morality.” And over the last 
200 years, we’ve moved from the revolu- 
tion of democracy to the evolution of peace 
and prosperity. 

But so much remains constant; so much 
endures: our faith in freedom—for individ- 
uals, freedom to choose, for nations, self- 
determination and democracy; our belief in 
fairness—equal standards, equal opportuni- 
ty, the chance for each of us to achieve, on 
our own merits, to the very limit of our 
ambitions and potential; our enduring 
strength—abroad, a strength our allies can 
count on and our adversaries must respect, 
and at home, a sense of confidence, of pur- 
pose, in carrying forward our nation’s work. 

My starting point has been a respect for 
American institutions—for Congress, and I 
salute the members of the House and 
Senate with us today; for the judiciary, and 


through Chief Justice Burger, I pay my re- 
spects to the judiciary; for the executive 
branch, represented here today by Secre- 
tary Lujan and Ambassador Pickering; and 
for government at all levels—and a firm 
belief in maintaining the powers of the 
Presidency. The Presidency, then as now, in 


oath and in office, derives from 
strength and the will of the people. 

George Washington, residing at Mount 
Vernon, felt himself summoned by his coun- 
try to serve his country, not to reign, not to 
rule, but to serve. It was the noblest of 
impulses because democracy brought a new 
definition of nobility. And it means that a 
complete life, whether in the 18th or 20th 
century, must involve service to others. 
Today, just as Washington heard the voice 
of his country calling him to public service, 
a new generation must heed that summons. 
More must hear that call. 

And today we stand; free Americans, citi- 
zens in an experiment of freedom that has 
brought sustained and unprecedented 
progress and blessings in abundance. As we 
dedicate a museum of American constitu- 
tional government, let us together rededi- 
cate ourselves to the principles to which 
Washington gave voice 200 years ago. Let 
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our motivation derive from the strength 
and character of our forefathers, from the 
blood of those who have died for freedom, 
and from the promise of the future that 
posterity deserves. Let us commit ourselves 
to the renewal of strong, united, representa- 
tive government in these United States of 
America. 

God bless you, and may God forever bless 
this great nation of ours. Thank you all 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:53 p.m. out- 
side of Federal Hall. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Senator Alfonse M. D’Amaio; 
Warren Burger, former Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court; Thomas R. Pickering, Am- 
bassador to the United Nations; Archbishop 
Demetrios A. Iakovos of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Archdiocese of North and South Amer- 
ica; Senators Daniel P. Moynihan and 
Frank Lautenberg; and Edward Koch, 
Mayor of New York City. 


Remarks at the Annual Meeting of the 
United States Chamber of Commerce 


May 1, 1989 


Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I want 
to thank Bill Kanaga for those kind words 
and commend you on the fine job that 
you’ve done as Chairman. And I also want 
to congratulate the Chamber’s incoming 
Chairman, John Clendenin, and of course 
say hello to the Chamber’s long-time Presi- 
dent, media star—{/aughter|—household 
word around DC, Dick Lesher. What a job 
he does for the Chamber. 

And I also want to thank the Chamber 
for providing me a chance to deliver a May 
Day message American-style. On May Day, 
I always think about the celebration in the 
Soviet Union—all those red banners, the big 
military parade. Even the Economic Plan- 
ning Ministry had a unit in the parade: 200 
economists marching along yelling, “May 
Day, May Day.” [Laughter] Today that is 
beginning to change. Even the Socialist 
world is beginning to see that socialism isn’t 
just another economic system: It’s the death 
of economics. And there is a new breeze 
blowing. Nations the world over are coming 
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to realize and recognize that free enterprise 
is the wave of the future, and that’s a prom- 
ising forecast for prosperity and for world 
peace. 

In the United States—let me just say in 
that regard, though, whenever in the world 
there is economic reform, the United States 
should be hoping that that reform succeeds. 
Economic reform, with its emphasis on in- 
centive and market economics, leads to 
more freedom. You know, I made clear to 
Mr. Gorbachev up there in New York— 
Governors Island, when we met—that we 
wanted to see perestroika succeed in the 
Soviet Union. And likewise, we want to see 
success for the economic reforms in China. 
Incentive, economic reforms, market econo- 
mies, private ownership are indeed replac- 
ing Socialist dogma in many countries, large 
and small. And that is an exciting trend, 
and in my view, it will continue. 

In the United States, the single most sig- 
nificant economic indicator of this decade is 
up today. We’ve enjoyed 77 full months of 
the longest peacetime economic expansion 
in American history. Without a doubt, this 
long-running economic expansion has been 
good for American business and for the 
American worker. In the past 77 months— 
and the Chamber has been very helpful 
getting this message out—we’ve added 
nearly 20 million new jobs. And more 
Americans have moved up on the pay scale. 
Since 1982 the number of jobs paying less 
than $5 an hour is down 25 percent, while 
jobs paying $10 or more an hour have in- 
creased by 95 percent. Unemployment is at 
its lowest point in the past 15 years. During 
the economic expansion, America’s industri- 
al output is up 33 percent, overall growth 
up 26 percent. For those with an eye on 
the international competition, that’s more 
than double Europe’s industrial output 
growth. And the expansion has been just as 
good to the average American family. Per 
capita personal income is up 19 percent, 
and that’s take-home, after tax pay, adjusted 
for inflation. Real median family income has 
reached a new high, and that’s quite an 
economic success story. 

Our challenge now is to keep it going. 
We can, and we will. We’ve all heard the 
nay-sayers. I think there are a few out there 
whose predictions of economic disaster are 
now in their 78th straight month. [Laugh- 


ter} And the nay-sayers are wrong. But 
why? What they’ve underestimated is the 
resilience, the remarkable responsiveness of 
the free enterprise system. And you can 
focus on government so long that you 
forget that it’s the private sector that’s 
home to the innovation and the economic 
creativity that powers this expansion. 

I’ve been a small businessman, starting 
out with an idea and then working with 
others and building it into a successful busi- 
ness. And I know the risks and the rewards 
and the payoff in pride when you succeed. 
Entrepreneurs know this simple truth: 
Nothing wagered, nothing won. And that’s 
why I want a government that prompts en- 
trepreneurs to take risks, not a government 
that forces them to take refuge. That 
doesn’t mean that government’s only job is 
simply to stand back and step out of the 
way. There’s plenty for the Government to 
do to make sure commerce is free and fair 
and to maintain a climate where free enter- 
prise can take place and prosper. 

And today the Federal Government’s 
number one economic priority is dealing 
with the deficit. We’ve made a good start. 
The budget agreement Congress and my 
administration concluded 2 weeks ago can 
keep the Federal deficit below the Gramm- 
Rudman target. And we have'nt sacrificed 
our social or national security responsibil- 
ities in the progress. The budget level 
we've agreed on will allow us to discharge 
the critical duties of government. We'll be 
able to provide for our national security, 
meet the needs of the disadvantaged, and 
fund high-priority programs. Our agree- 
ment is a first, important step. It sends a 
signal to the American people and to our 
trading partners: We’re serious about get- 
ting that deficit down. And the deficit is 
coming down not only in straight dollar 
terms but as a percentage of our annual 
gross national product. You know, by the 
end of this fiscal year, we will have cut the 
deficit in half, from 6.3 percent of gross 
national product in 1983 to an estimated 
3.1 percent in 1989. I urge the two Houses 
of Congress to pass the bipartisan budget 
resolution so we can keep the deficit 
coming on down. 

One word more about the budget agree- 
ment for 1990. We’ve agreed to $5.3 billion 
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in new revenues as part of the deal. And let 
me say a word about that $5.3 billion. I 
mean to live by what I’ve said: No new 
taxes. And let me tell you what my favorite 
source of new revenue is—three guesses for 
this crowd. We don’t have to raise taxes. 
We have to release the energies of free en- 
terprise. In a growing economy, tax reve- 
nues will take care of themselves. In fiscal 
1990 alone, thanks to the expanding eco- 
nomic activity, the Treasury will take in 
more than $80 billion in increased revenues 
not through higher taxes but under the ex- 
isting tax structure—$80 billion more in 1 
year. 

So, let’s not be hunting for ways to wring 
another dollar in taxes out of our economy. 
Let’s concentrate on creating conditions for 
continued growth. And that’s why I’ve 
called on Congress to restore the capital 
gains differential. I am absolutely convinced 
that in 1990 alone this step would bring an 
extra $4.8 billion into the Treasury, and 
that doesn’t count increased economic ac- 
tivity that is spurred by a lower tax rate. 
That $4.8 billion is the lion’s share of the 
$5.3 billion we need in the way of new 
revenues under our budget agreement. 

Let’s take a look at what our competitors 
are doing. Canada’s maximum capital gains 
rate is about half of the U.S. rate. And how 
about Japan’s rate? For entrepreneurs who 
built their businesses from scratch, a scant 1 
percent. West Germany exempts all long- 
term capital gains on securities from any tax 
whatever. And the newly industrialized 
economies of the Pacific Rim—Singapore, 
Hong Kong, South Korea—have no capital 
gains tax at all. Among our competitors, 
those low rates contribute to low capital 
costs. Cutting our own capital gains rate 
would encourage productive investment in 
addition to generating the new revenues 
that we need to meet our deficit reduction 
agreement, 

I think the case for a capital gains cut is a 
strong one, but there are several other eco- 
nomic issues that I want to discuss here 
today. First, a pressing problem with impor- 
tant consequences for our long-term fiscal 
health, and that is the S&L situation—sav- 
ings and loan. This administration recog- 
nized the immediate need to take action to 
stabilize the S&L system, and less than 3 
weeks after taking office, we proposed a 
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comprehensive S&L reform plan, one de- 
signed to stop the dollar drain and deal 
with the insolvent thrifts and restore confi- 
dence in the S&L system. The Senate 
passed an S&L package with a resounding 
majority. I think it was 91-8. I urge the 
House to move quickly to give us the tools 
we need to reform the savings and loan 
system by passing my bill quickly with its 
central provisions intact. 

Now, I have a second message for the 
Congress as it debates an increase in the 
minimum wage. I’ve indicated my support 
for increasing the wage over 3 years to 
$4.25 an hour. I also want to establish a 6- 
month training wage for new workers at 
the current $3.35 rate and expand the ex- 
emption for minimum wage requirements 
for all small businesses with annual sales 
under a half a million dollars. It’s time for 
those who want a higher wage to move out 
beyond the rhetoric and take a look at the 
consequences. We all know the studies that 
show that each 10-percent increase in the 
minimum wage will cost America between 
100,000 and 200,000 jobs, and they’re jobs 
for those who need them the most. What 
happens when minimum-wage workers 
open that pay envelope expecting a fatter 
paycheck and find a pink slip instead? An 
irresponsible increase in the minimum 
wage will cost jobs, as employers cut back 
to compensate for increased costs—$4.25 is 
as far as I can go. It is my first and final 
offer. And I repeat that here today. 

We must guard against conferring bene- 
fits by government mandate and leaving 
employers to cope with the costs. I share 
your concerns about legislative efforts to 
mandate medical and parental leave. I also 
believe that choice in child care is best 
made by parents and not by government. 
And I know, because I’ve talked to Dick 
Lesher and others, that the Chamber sup- 
ports the concept of choice. There are some 
child-care initiatives up on Capitol Hill— 
well-intentioned, I would readily concede— 
well-intentioned initiatives that would in- 
crease government intervention and crowd 
out parental choice. 

You know, as I look at government, I feel 
an obligation to look at every piece of legis- 
lation to see that it strengthens rather than 
weakens the family unit in this country. 
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Now, cost is yet another issue. We’re deter- 
mined to hold the line en government 
spending, so it is important that money allo- 
cated for child-care assistance goes for 
child-care assistance. Under the ABC bill, 
for example, much of the money would be 
used to set up another Federal bureaucracy 
instead of getting financial help directly to 
parents. The child-care tax credit initiatives 
that I’ve proposed do preserve choice, let- 
ting parents decide whether to place their 
child in the care of a relative or in @ 
church-run center or in a public day care 
facility or in their own home. Let’s let par- 
ents decide what’s right for themselves. 

And finally, I'll close with a brief com- 
ment on an issue I know is vital to those of 
you here today, vital, in fact, to all Ameri- 
cans in our evolving economy; and I’m talk- 
ing about international trade. The global 
economy is a fact of life. It is no longer 
possible to draw a sharp line between do- 
mestic and international markets. This ad- 
ministration is committed to securing an 
open and fair world trading system because 
fair trade provides opportunities for Ameri- 
ca’s competitiveness to come to the fore. 
We have the ingenuity to be preeminent. 
We have the drive to succeed. Entrepre- 
neurs like you are our ace in the hole. Our 
challenge, then, is to make the most of this 
competitive edge. And that’s why we will 
work vigorously to break down barriers 
abroad while keeping markets open here at 
home. If any country, including the United 
States, is fooled into thinking that a closed 
market can be a prosperous ene, they’re 
wrong. Closed markets mean closed doors 
to opportunity, and that means less prosper- 
ity. The Chamber of Commerce has always 
stood for economic freedom, and I know 
you share my view that there is no surer 
route to prosperity and progress than the 
system of free enterprise. 

The message of the past 77 months is 
clear: We can keep the economy strong, 
sustain the longest peacetime expansion in 
American history, and ensure America a 
prosperous and productive future provided 
that government policies preserve the 
greatest possible freedom for American en- 
terprise to innovate, to create, and to com- 
pete. I am pledged to those goals. 


Thank you. God bless you all. And God 
bless the United States of America. Thank 
you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at 
DAR Constitution Hall. 


Remarks at the Swearing-In Ceremony 
for Susan S. Engeleiter as Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration 
May I, 1989 


The President. Well, welcome, Susan and 
family and Members of the United States 
Congress; delighted you all are here. You 
know, I’m glad that you all could come as 
Susan takes the oath as Administrator of 
SBA. This is a very special occasion for 
Susan and for her husband and for her kids 
here, and it is for me as well. I have a 
wonderful place in my heart for small busi- 
ness people, having been in that category 
myself. And I think, because I once was, I 
do understand the challenges and the op- 
portunities that face the smaller firms in 
this country. 

As President, I certainly understand, as 
do all of us, the vital importance of small 
enterprises to our nation’s economie growth 
and to the employment statistics—so many 
jobs held by small business. Many of you are 
aware of the truly impressive contribution 
that small business makes to our overall 
economy: half of our workers employed by 
small business. During the last decade, 
small business has produced two out of 
every three new jobs. So, it’s the SBA’s mis- 
sion to help the smaller firms to continue 
and expand this record. The SBA does play 
a vital role in our effort to keep America’s 
economic engine strong. 

And so, I am pleased that this agency will 
be led by such a strong, articulate advocate 
of small businesses. During her 14-year—I 
should have let this front row talk about 
this—but her 14-year career in the Wiscon- 
sin legislature, Susan has been a pioneer: 
the youngest woman in the country elected 
to a State legislature when she took office at 
22, first Republican woman to serve in the 
Wisconsin senate, first woman of any party 
to hold a major elected leadership post in 
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the Wisconsin legislature. And her talents, 
therefore, have been well-recognized early 
on. She was selected as one of the ten best 
Republican legislators in the Nation by the 
National Republican Legislators Association. 
She has also been justifiably honored for her 
contributions to small businesses, both rural 
and urban. And last year she was named 
Guardian of Small Business by the National 
Federation of Independent Business. And 
that’s not all. She grew up in a small busi- 
ness family, working alongside her brothers 
in the family’s flooring business in Milwau- 
kee. And so, she observed an ethos of hard 
work and success from youth onward, from 
the ground up. She was voted one of the 
outstanding women in Wisconsin history at 
one point, and I’m delighted to welcome 
this outstanding woman to our team. I am 
confident that she will soon be recognized 
as one of the truly outstanding members of 
this administration. 

So, congratulations, Susan, on this impor- 
tant day. Congratulations to your family. 
And incidentally, thanks for making this 
grandparent—{/aughter|—feel like he’s 
right at home. And now let’s go with the 
Oath of Office. We’ve asked Chase Unter- 
meyer to do the honors. 


[At this point, Administrator Engeleiter was 
sworn in.] 


The President. Congratulations. 

Administrator Engeleiter. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President, for choosing me. 
I’m very honored to be the new Adminis- 
trator of the SBA, and I look forward to the 
challenge. And thanks to all of you for 
being here today, and I very much look 
forward to being part of your team, to 
being a champion of small business around 
the country. So, thank you all very much 
for being here on this very important day 
to me. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
Charles G. Untermeyer is Assistant to the 
President and Director of Presidential Per- 
sonnel. In his closing remarks, the President 
mentioned feeling right at home, a refer- 
ence to the voice of a child in the back- 
ground. 
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Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Republic of Korea-United States 
Fishing Agreement 

May 1, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-265; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), 
I transmit herewith an agreement effected 
by exchange of notes February 17, 1989, 
and March 27, 1989, extending for the 
period of 2 years from July 1, 1989, until 
July 1, 1991, the Agreement between the 
Government of the United States of Amer- 
ica and the Government of the Republic of 
Korea Concerning Fisheries off the Coasts 
of the United States, signed at Washington 
on July 26, 1982, as amended and extended. 
The exchange of notes together with the 
present agreement constitute a governing 
international fishery agreement within the 
meaning of section 201(c) of the act. 

Several U.S. fishing industry interests 
have urged prompt consideration of this 
agreement. Because of the importance of 
our fishing relationship with Korea, I urge 
the Congress to give favorable consider- 
ation to this agreement at an early date. 

Since 60 calendar days of continuous ses- 
sion, as required by the legislation, may not 
be available before the current agreement 
is scheduled to expire, I recommend the 
Congress consider passage of a joint resolu- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 1, 1989. 


Nomination of Donald B. Rice To Be 
Secretary of the Air Force 


May 1, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Donald B. Rice to be Sec- 
retary of the Air Force. He would succeed 
Edward C. Aldridge, Jr. 

Since 1972 Mr. Rice has been the presi- 
dent and chief executive officer of the 
RAND Corp. Prior to this he was Assistant 
Director of the Office of Management and 
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Budget, 1970-1972. He has served as a 
senior consultant to the Defense Science 
Board since 1984, and as a member, 1977- 
1983. From 1969 to 1970, he was Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Resource 
Analysis; and was Director of Cost Analysis 
in the Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
1967-1969. 

Mr. Rice received a bachelor’s degree in 
chemical engineering from Notre Dame in 
1961, a master’s degree in industrial admin- 
istration from Purdue in 1962, and a doctor- 
al degree in economics from Purdue in 
1965. From 1965 to 1967, he served in the 
U.S. Army. He was born June 4, 1939, in 
Frederick, MD. 


Proclamation 5966—Jewish Heritage 
Week, 1989 


May 1, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The rich heritage of the Jewish people 
has been an inspiration to Americans since 
the founding of our Nation. The Judaic tra- 
ditions of defending freedom, promoting 
justice, and assisting those in need are em- 
braced by our Nation’s own laws and cus- 
toms. 

Like so many others, Jews came to the 
United States in search of freedom and a 
chance to build a better life. They found 
this land rich in educational and economic 
opportunities and have taken advantage of 
them. In return, they have made important 
contributions to every sphere of American 
life, from medicine and academia to the 
arts, business, and community service. 

At this time of year, it is appropriate to 
reflect on the suffering in recent Jewish his- 
tory, as well as the grounds for hope. In 
early May, we commemorate the courage 
and faith of the six million European Jews 
who perished at the hands of Nazis be- 
tween 1939 and 1945. On May 10, we cele- 
brate 41 years of Israeli independence. The 
establishment and survival of the State of 
Israel following the Holocaust is a powerful 
reminder that hope can conquer tragedy 


and that freedom can survive even the 
most ruthless attempts to defeat it. Its anni- 
versary is a fitting occasion for Americans to 
rededicate ourselves to the cause of liberty 
and justice for all. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
25, has designated the period of May 7 
through May 14, 1989, as “Jewish Heritage 
Week” and has requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of May 7 
through May 14, 1989, as “Jewish Heritage 
Week.” I call upon the American people, 
State and local government agencies, and 
interested organizations to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies, activi- 
ties, and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of May, in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:20 p.m., May 2, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 2. 


Remarks to the Council of the 
Americas 


May 2, 1989 


Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary. 
And I am pleased to find myself here, sur- 
rounded by friends and in such high-pow- 
ered company, once again, to be with 
David Rockefeller, the chairman of this il- 
lustrious Council; Ambassador Landau and 
Jim Flower, Bernie Aronson. And also I 
want to point out that I was accompanied 
over here by a man who is doing a superb 
job, a friend to many in this room, Brent 
Scowcroft. They couldn’t find a seat for 
him, but there he is, standing over there. 
And delighted he’s here. 
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But looking around the world today, in 
developing countries and even in the Com- 
munist bloc, we see the triumph of two 
great ideas: the idea of free government 
and the idea of free enterprise. And cer- 
tainly Latin America and the Caribbean are 
proving fertile ground for these ideas. De- 
mocracy, a decade ago the exception, I 
think we would all agree, is today the rule. 
And the symbol of this new breeze is the 
ballot box. And by year’s end, 14 national 
elections will have been held across the 
Americas. 

And let’s remember what it means to 
vote in some countries when democracy 
itself is at stake. We’re not talking about 
people who may stay home from the polls 
because it’s raining or rush-hour traffic is 
heavy. We’re talking, in some cases, about 
people literally risking their lives to exer- 
cise their democratic right. 

And listen to the words of a Salvadoran 
man on the eve of last month’s Presidential 
elections in that country—elections that 
guerrilla forces vowed to disrupt: “Of 
course I’m going to vote, although I have to 
admit it’s very scary. Here, going to the 
grocery store can be dangerous, but you 
have to do it. And you have to vote, too. 
We just can’t roll over and play dead each 
time we’re threatened.” That’s the voice of 
democracy speaking, and it’s the voice of 
courage and hope. 

Economically, although there is mounting 
concern about international debt, there are 
encouraging signs as well. Mexico has joined 
GATT and is moving toward a more open 
and internationally oriented economy. In 
Costa Rica and Brazil and Venezuela, new 
ventures are creating export opportunities 
that promise a broader economic base for 
those countries. You in the business commu- 
nity are among the pioneers and partners in 
these changes. And you're contributing to 
Latin America’s increased productivity; 
you’re helping the region to fulfill its poten- 
tial for progress. 

The historic shift in political and econom- 
ic thinking now underway in Latin America 
is good news for us all. Our task is clear: To 
make the most of the new opportunities 
open to us, we must improve our working 
partnerships in this hemisphere—between 
countries north and south; between govern- 
ment, business and labor; and in the US., 
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between the different branches of the Fed- 
eral Government. We share common inter- 
ests—must work towards a common aim. 

My administration will work to build a 
new partnership for the Americas, a part- 
nership built on mutual respect and mutual 
responsibilities. And we seek a partnership 
rooted in a common commitment to demo- 
cratic rule. 

The battle for democracy is far from 
over. The institutions of free government 
are still fragile and in need of support. Our 
battlefield is the broad middle ground of 
democracy and popular government; our 
fight, against the enemies of freedom on 
the extreme right and on the extreme left. 

As a result of the recent Bipartisan 
Accord on Central America, the United 
States is speaking with one voice on a 
matter of crucial importance to peace in 
Central America: bringing democracy to 
Nicaragua and peace to the region. And I 
want to salute our Secretary of State for 
hammering out this bipartisan accord when 
many, 2 or 3 months ago, said that it could 
not be done. Let me take this opportunity 
to make several observations on steps that 
are vital to peace, security, and democracy 
in Central America. 

First, Nicaragua’s effort to export violent 
revolution must stop. We cannot tolerate 
Sandinista support—which continues 
today—for the insurgencies in El Salvador 
and Guatemala, and terrorism in Honduras 
as well. Peace in the region cannot coexist 
with attempts to undermine democracy. 

And second, we call upon the Soviet 
Union to end Soviet-bloc support for the 
Nicaraguan assault on regional democracy. 
The United States ended military aid to the 
Nicaraguan resistance 2 years ago. And yet, 
since that time, the Soviets continue to 
funnel about a half a billion worth of mili- 
tary assistance a year to the Sandinista 
regime, about the same rate as before we 
stopped our military aid to the contras. And 
furthermore, Cuba and Nicaragua, supplied 
by $7 billion in Soviet bloc aid, have 
stepped up the arms flow to the Salvadoran 
guerrillas. Soviet-bloc weapons, such as AK- 
47’s, are now being sent through Cuba and 
Nicaragua to the guerrillas; and that aid 
must stop. The Soviet Union must under- 
stand that we hold it accountable for the 
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consequences of this intervention and for 
progress towards peace in the region and 
democracy in Nicaragua. As the bipartisan 
accord makes clear, continued Soviet sup- 
port of violence and subversion in Central 
America is in direct violation of the Esqui- 
pulas agreement, concluded by the nations 
of Central America a year and half ago. 

Finally, within Nicaragua, we want to see 
a promise kept: the promise of democracy, 
withheld by the Sandinista regime for 
nearly a decade. To this end, the United 
States will continue to supply humanitarian 
aid to the Nicaraguan resistance through 
the elections scheduled in Nicaragua for 
February of 1990. The conduct and the out- 
come of those elections will demonstrate to 
Nicaragua’s neighbors and the international 
community whether it means to deliver on 
democracy. 

But the Sandinistas’ recent attacks are 
ominous. April 25th was the benchmark 
date for Nicaragua to have in place elector- 
al laws consistent with free and fair elec- 
tions. Instead, restrictive new election and 
press laws have been pushed through the 
Sandinista-controlled legislature. These laws 
have been unilaterally imposed, and the 
proposals of Nicaragua’s opposition parties 
have been ignored. The result is a stacked 
deck against the opposition and stacked 
rules of the game. 

The election law mandates unilaterally 
that half of all foreign political contributions 
go to the Supreme Electoral Council, which 
remains under Sandinista control, and ig- 
nores proposals put forward by the opposi- 
tion to provide for unlimited freedom of 
access for international election observers. 
In effect, that is a stacked deck against free- 
dom. The new law governing press conduct 
gives excessive controls to the Interior Min- 
istry to police violations against what they 
call national integrity and continues the 
prohibition of private-sector ownership of 
television stations. 

If there’s to be peace in Nicaragua, the 
Sandinista regime must work with the op- 
position, including the resistance, to put in 
place election and press laws that are truly 
free and fair. And that means to have free 
and fair elections with outside observers 
given unfettered access to all election 
places and to all proceedings. It means a 
secret ballot on election day, the freedom 


to campaign, to organize, to hold rallies and 
to poll public opinion, to operate independ- 
ent radio and TV stations as well. It means 
the absence of intimidation either from a 
politicized Sandinista military or police, or 
from those neighborhood block committees 
that control people’s ration cards. It means 
an end to the arrests and bullying of opposi- 
tion leaders. It means freeing all political 
prisoners jailed under the Sandinista rule, 
not just a handful of former Somoza sol- 
diers. And if the Sandinistas fail this test, it 
will be a tragic setback and a dangerous 
one. The consolidation of tyranny will not 
be peace, it will be a crisis waiting to 
happen. 

I want to mention several other Latin 
American nations where elections can 
signal positive change. In El Salvador, last 
month’s free and fair elections proved an- 
other ringing affirmation of that nation’s 
commitment to democracy. We expect 
ARENA [National Republican Alliance] to 
exercise its political power responsibly. And 
I have conveyed personally to President- 
elect Cristiani our commitment to human 
rights in El] Salvador. I honestly feel that he 
shares my concern, and he deserves our 
support. 

In Paraguay—the only country whose dic- 
tator had held power longer than Fidel 
Castro—elections have just taken place— 
the first hopeful sign that Paraguay is on its 
way to joining the democratic mainstream. 
And we do congratulate President-elect Ro- 
driguez on his electoral victory and look 
forward to working with him. This demo- 
cratic opening must continue. 

In Panama, however—Jim [Secretary of 
State James A. Baker III] spoke to you all 
about this yesterday—the forecast for free- 
dom is less clear. A free and fair vote in the 
elections scheduled for this Sunday would 
enable Panama to take a significant step 
towards ending the international isolation 
and internal economic crisis brought on by 
the Noriega regime. And in spite of intimi- 
dation from authorities, Panama’s opposi- 
tion parties have, with great courage, taken 
their campaign to the Panamanian people. 
The Noriega regime’s candidates are trail- 
ing in poll after poll by margins of two to 
one. Unfortunately, as Secretary Baker told 
you yesterday, it is evident that the regime 
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is ready to resort to massive election fraud 
in order to remain in power. The Noriega 
regime continues to threaten and intimi- 
date Panamanians who believe in democra- 
cy. It’s also attempting to limit the presence 
and freedom of action of international ob- 
servers and to prevent journalists from re- 
porting on the election process in Panama. 


Let me be clear: The United States will 
not recognize the results of a fraudulent 
election engineered simply to keep Noriega 
in power. All nations that value democra- 
cy—that understand free and fair elections 
are the very heart of the democratic 
system—should speak out against election 
fraud in Panama. And that means the de- 
mocracies of Europe—they ought to be 
speaking out about this as well as nations in 
this hemisphere struggling to preserve the 
democratic system they’ve fought so hard to 
put in place. 


It is time for the plain truth: The day of 
the dictator is over. The people’s right to 
democracy must not be denied. 


A commitment to democracy is only one 
element in the new partnership that I envi- 
sion for the nations of Americas. This new 
partnership must also aim at ensuring that 
the market economies survive and prosper 
and prevail. The principles of economic 
freedom have not been applied as fully as 
the principle of democracy. While the pov- 
erty of statism and protectionism is more 
evident than ever, statist economies remain 
in place, stifling growth in many Latin na- 
tions. And that is why the U.S. has made a 
new initiative to reduce the weight of the 
debt, as Latin governments and leaders 
take the difficult steps to restructure their 
economies. 


Economic growth requires policies that 
create a climate for investment—one that 
will attract new capital, one that will re- 
verse the flight of capital out of the region. 
We welcome the broad, broad international 
support that has been expressed for our 
ideas to strengthen the debt strategy. We 
urge the parties involved—the international 
financial institutions, debtor countries, com- 
mercial banks—to make a sustained effort 
to move this process forward. We recognize 
the competing claims debtor governments 
must try to satisfy as they work to advance 
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economic reform, service their debt, and 
respond to the needs of their citizens. How- 
ever, we also understand that progress can 
be an incremental process, case-by-case, 
step-by-step, provided there is a clear com- 
mitment to economic reform. I want to see 
some case-by-case successes in this hemi- 
sphere. To that end, we’ve started discus- 
sions, as you know, with Mexico and Ven- 
ezuela and other countries as well. 


Finally, our common partnership must 
confront a common enemy: international 
drug traffickers. Drugs threaten citizens 
and civil society throughout our hemi- 
sphere. Joining forces in the war on drugs is 
crucial. There is nothing gained by trying to 
lay blame and make recriminations. Drug 
abuse is a problem of both supply and 
demand. And attacking both is the only way 
we can face and defeat the drug menace. I 
believe that there is much more under- 
standing on this point in this hemisphere 
south of our border than there used to be. 
It is my view that countries to the south felt 
for many years that this was simply the 
problem of a U.S. market for this insidious 
product. Now, they see that their own soci- 
eties are being undermined by drug use. 
Now, they see that their own sense of order 
is being undermined by those trafficking in 
narcotics. So, I would call for much more 
cooperation between the countries in this 
hemisphere to combat the menace of nar- 
cotics. 


There’s a place in this new partnership 
for all of you in the Council of the Ameri- 
cas. Thomas Paine said that “The prosperity 
of any commercial nation is regulated by 
the prosperity of the rest.” Your efforts do 
contribute. They contribute directly to the 
greater prosperity of all of the nations of 
the Americas. The challenge I’ve spoken of 
today won’t be easy. But all of us—north 
and south, in government and in the pri- 
vate sector—can work together to meet the 
challenges and master them. We know 
we've got a lot of work to do. And you 
know you’ve got a lot of work to do—work 
that won’t wait—to ensure that all the 
Americas enjoy the peace, the freedom, and 
the prosperity that we cherish. 

Thank you for what you’re doing. Redou- 
ble your efforts. And I promise you, we’ll do 
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our level best in the executive branch of 
this government. Thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in 
the main auditorium at the Department of 
State. In his opening remarks, he referred to 
Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 
George W. Landau, president of the coun- 
cil; Ludlow Flower III, director of the 
Washington, DC, office of the council; and 
Bernard W. Aronson, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs-designate. 


Nomination of David J. Gribbin III To 
Be an Assistant Secretary of Defense 
May 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate David J. Gribbin III to be 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Legislative 
Affairs). He would succeed M.D.B. Carlisle. 

Since 1979 Mr. Gribbin has worked in the 
House of Representatives and has most re- 
cently served as chief of staff to the Repub- 
lican Whip. In 1987 he served as executive 
director of the Republican Conference, and 
in 1986 as executive director of the Repub- 
lican Policy Committee. From 1979 to 1986 
he was the administrative assistant to Con- 
gressman Dick Cheney. Between 1967 and 
1979, Mr. Gribbin worked in a variety of 
managerial capacities for the National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Association. 

Mr. Gribbin graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Wyoming (1966) and Wesley Theologi- 
cal Seminary (1976). He also served in the 
U.S. Army from 1961 to 1964. Mr. Gribbin 
was born in San Francisco, CA, in 1939. He 
is married and has two children. 


Continuation of Keith L. Brown as 
United States Ambassador to Denmark 
May 2, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Keith Lapham Brown will continue to serve 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America to 
Denmark. 


Since November 1988 Ambassador Brown 
has served as United States Ambassador to 
Denmark. From 1984 to 1988 he was self- 
employed. From 1982 to 1983, he was Am- 
bassador to the Kingdom of Lesotho. He 
was president of Brown Investment Corp. 
in Denver, CO, 1970-1982; and a vice 
president for Caulkins Oil Co., 1955-1970. 
He was with the law firm of Lang, Byrd, 
Cross, Ladon, and Oppenheimer, 1949- 
1955. 


Ambassador Brown graduated from the 
University of Texas Law School (LL.B., 
1949). He was born June 18, 1925, in Ster- 
ling, IL. He served in the U.S. Navy, 1943- 
1946. He is married and has three children. 


Continuation of William A. Brown as 
the United States Ambassador to Israel 


May 2, 1989 


The President today announced that Wil- 
liam Andreas Brown will continue to serve 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America to 
Israel. 


Since November 1988 Ambassador Brown 
has served as United States Ambassador to 
Israel. Prior to this he was Ambassador to 
the Kingdom of Thailand, 1985-1988. He 
has served as Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, 1983-1985. He was visiting profes- 
sor at the University of New Hampshire, 
1982-1983; Deputy Chief of Mission in Tel 
Aviv, Israel, 1979-1982; Deputy Chief of 
Mission, Chargé d’Affaires, and Acting Di- 
rector of the American Institute in Taipei, 
Taiwan, 1978-1979. Ambassador Brown has 
also served as political counselor in Moscow, 
1977-1978; Special Assistant to the Admin- 
istrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1974-1976. He attended the Na- 
tional War College, 1972. He was Deputy 
Director of the Office of Asian Communist 
Affairs at the Department of State, 1970- 
1972. He has also served as a political offi- 
cer in New Delhi, India, and Moscow; and 
as principal officer in Kuching, Sarawak. He 
entered the Foreign Service in 1956. 
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Ambassador Brown graduated from Har- 
vard College (B.A., 1952) and Harvard Uni- 
versity (M.A., 1955; Ph.D., 1963). He served 
in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1952-1955, and 
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve, 1954-1969. 
He was born September 7, 1930, in Win- 
chester, MA. He is married and has four 
children. 


White House Statement on the Export 
Enhancement Program 


May 2, 1989 


The President today approved a proposed 
sale of 1.5 million metric tons of wheat to 
the Soviet Union under the Export En- 
hancement Program (EEP). The wheat is 
intended for delivery in May and June. 


The EEP was created in 1985 to enable 
U.S. exports of commodities to be sustained 
in the face of subsidies offered by foreign 
governments. It is intended to support our 
efforts to negotiate an international under- 
standing on the removal of subsidies and 
other impediments to trade in agriculture. 
The President concluded that the dual ob- 
jectives of maintaining market share for our 
farm exports and advancing international 
negotiations warrant the use of the EEP in 
this case. 


Nomination of Louis A. Williams To Be 
an Assistant Secretary of Defense 


May 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Louis A. Williams to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Af- 
fairs). He would succeed J. Daniel Howard. 


Since 1986 Mr. Williams has served as 
press secretary and legislative assistant to 
Congressman Dick Cheney. Mr. Williams 
has been involved in the Wyoming Futures 
Project, a joint public-private effort to help 
Wyoming plan for its future economic 
needs, 1985-1986. He was a news director 
and a radio and television reporter in Wyo- 
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ming for 10 years. He has also served as a 
member of the board of directors of the 
Radio-Television News Directors Association 
for 6 years. Mr. Williams has received the 
First Amendment Award by the Society of 
Professional Journalists of the Rocky Moun- 
tain Region. In addition he has served on 
the staff of former U.S. Senator Clifford P. 
Hansen of Wyoming. 


Mr. Williams was born in 1952, in Casper, 
WY, and he graduated from Stanford Uni- 
versity (1974). 


Appointment of Zvi Kestenbaum as a 
Member of the Commission for the 
Preservation of America’s Heritage 
Abroad 


May 2, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to reappoint Zvi Kestenbaum to be a 
member of the Commission for the Preser- 
vation of America’s Heritage Abroad for a 
term of 3 years. 


Zvi Kestenbaum has served as the leader 
of the Opportunity Development Associa- 
tion to assist the Hasidic community with 
the social and economic disadvantages suf- 
fered by this group. Rabbi Kestenbaum was 
born in Uyfeherto, Hungary in 1922. He 
studied as a Rabbinical student until World 
War II, surviving a Nazi concentration 
camp. He served as chairman of the Eco- 
nomic Planning Board in Azor, Israel, and 
chairman of the City Council and then emi- 
grated to the United States in 1955 from 
Israel. He has also been involved in the 
preservation of the Jewish cemeteries and 
holy sites both in Eastern Europe and 
throughout the world, and served as a 
member of the Presidential Commission to 
Preserve America’s Heritage Abroad. 


Mr. Kestenbaum has received the US. 
Small Business Administration Advocate of 
the Year Award, 1984; the Presidential Rec- 
ognition Award, 1985; and the U.S. Secre- 
tary of Commerce, William C. Verity 
Award for outstanding efforts on behalf of 
the Hasidic community, 1988. 





Proclamation 5967—National Maritime 
Day, 1989 


May 2, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In the pages of our Nation’s history, mer- 
chant seafarers rightly occupy an honored 
place. The American merchant marine has 
not only made important contributions to 
our economic development, but has also 
helped our country make effective re- 
sponses to military challenges. 

The value of merchant craft in wartime 
operations was first demonstrated during 
the Revolution, when they supplemented 
the 34 ships of the small Continental Navy. 
These vessels wrought havoc on enemy 
shipping, capturing or sinking some 600 
British merchant vessels. Those losses inten- 
sified the mounting pressure on Parliament 
to end the war. 


In this century, their support has been 
crucial—and their sacrifices heroic—in 
many armed conflicts. During World War II 
alone, despite enemy attacks which sank 
more than 700 U.S.-flag merchant ships and 
claimed the lives of more than 6,000 civil- 
ian seafarers, they transported the troops 
and kept open the supply lines that led ulti- 
mately to victory. 

Clearly we owe our valiant merchant 
mariners an enormous debt of gratitude. 
Last year I joined millions of Americans in 
welcoming the news that these seafarers 
had finally received the official recognition 
they deserve as veterans of war. 

In recognition of the importance of the 
U.S. merchant marine, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has 
designated May 22 of each year as “Nation- 
al Maritime Day” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue annually a 
proclamation calling for its appropriate ob- 
servance. This date was chosen to com- 
memorate the day in 1819 when the SS 
Savannah left Savannah, Georgia, on the 
first transatlantic steamship voyage. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 22, 1989, as National 
Maritime Day. I urge the people of the 
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United States to observe this day by display- 
ing the flag of the United States at their 
homes and other suitable places, and I re- 
quest that all ships sailing under the Ameri- 
can flag dress ship on that day. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of May, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:33 p.m., May 3, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 3. 


Proclamation 5968—Fire Prevention 
Week, 1989 


May 2, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During the past year, fire claimed the 
lives of almost 6,000 of our fellow citizens. 
Many thousands more were severely in- 
jured by fire, and billions of dollars of prop- 
erty was destroyed. Eighty-five percent of 
the deaths caused by fire last year occurred 
in residential properties. Fire is especially 
devastating to the most vulnerable mem- 
bers of our society: children and the elder- 
ly. 

This year, the United States Fire Adminis- 
tration has launched a campaign aimed at 
the very young entitled “Curious Kids Set 
Fires.” The National Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation, the originator of Fire Prevention 
Week, has selected a companion theme: 
“Big Fires Start Small: Keep matches and 
lighters in the right hands.” Complement- 
ing these efforts is a private sector initia- 
tive, “Plan To Get Out Alive,” a house 
escape planning program developed with 


655 





May 3 / Administration of George Bush, 1989 


the assistance of the U.S. Fire Administra- 
tion. All of these programs are designed to 
make the American public more aware of 
the dangers of fire in their homes. 


I commend the efforts of public officials, 
firefighters, business leaders, and communi- 
ty and volunteer organizations who are 
working together to bring about a safer 
America. I especially commend the men 
and women of the American fire service— 
volunteer and career—who risk injury and 
death to protect the lives and property of 
their fellow citizens. 


The great risks and sacrifices involved in 
their work are clearly evidenced each year 
during the National Fallen Firefighters Me- 
morial Services at the National Fire Acade- 
my in Emmitsburg, Maryland. On October 
15 of this year, the families of firefighters 
killed in the line of duty and representa- 
tives of the Nation’s fire service will gather 
from all over America to honor and pray for 
the 126 heroic individuals who perished in 
1988. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
October 8, 1989, as Fire Prevention Week. 
I call upon the people of the United States 
to plan and actively participate in fire pre- 
vention activities not only this week, but 
throughout the year. I also ask all Ameri- 
cans to pay tribute to those firefighters who 


have made the ultimate sacrifice for our 
safety. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of May, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter 4:34 p.m., May 3, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 3. 
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Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Polish and Chilean Human Rights 
Leaders 


May 3, 1989 


Well, it’s a great honor to welcome to the 
White House today two outstanding individ- 
uals, truly heroes of democracy. Jacek 
Kuron has been a key leader in Solidarity’s 
struggle in Poland. Solidarity has just won 
an important victory in Poland, not only its 
own legislation but a program of other 
democratic reforms as well. As Poland 
moves towards more freedoms for all of its 
people, greater economic opportunity and 
strength, the world will be watching and 
applauding. And this is especially true for 
the United States. Monica Jimenez de 
Barros founded and directed the Crusade 
for Citizen Participation in Chile. She edu- 
cated and mobilized millions of voters in 
Chile’s plebiscite election last October. Due 
in part to her efforts, Chile is on a road 
toward democracy. We do not deceive our- 
selves that this is an easy road, but we be- 
lieve Chile is on an irreversible course. And 
Chileans who seek democracy deserve the 
support of everybody in the United States— 
everybody that loves democracy around the 
world. 


Mr. Kuron and Mrs. Jimenez are in Wash- 
ington this week to receive the Democracy 
Award from the National Endowment for 
Democracy. We salute you, and we salute 
the kind of personal courage that you both 
have shown in the face of great obstacles. 
You’ve shown that tenacity and faith and 
courage in the name of democracy can 
make a difference for millions of people. 


As I said in my Inaugural, the day of the 
dictator is over. All over the globe freedom 
is a fact now, more than at any other time 
in modern history. The National Endow- 
ment for Democracy—in these awards and 
in its other good work—is giving expression 
to the oldest and noblest tradition of this 
country: the devotion to freedom for all hu- 
manity. And thus, it is a special honor today 
to welcome you two outstanding democracy 
builders. 


Congratulations. Well done. Keep it up. 
Congratulations to both of you. And thank 
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you for coming to the White House at the - 


end of what I understand has been a very 
good conference. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the European Economic Community- 
United States Fishing Agreement 


May 3, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-265; 16 U.S.C. 1801 e¢ seq.), 
I transmit herewith an agreement effected 
by exchange of notes on September 15, 
1988, and February 27, 1989, extending for 
the period of 2 years from July 1, 1989, 
until July 1, 1991, and amending to con- 
form with current U.S. law, the Agreement 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the European Eco- 
nomic Community Concerning Fisheries off 
the Coasts of the United States, signed at 
Washington on October 1, 1984. The ex- 
change of notes together with the present 
agreement constitute a governing interna- 
tional fishery agreement within the mean- 
ing of section 201(c) of the act. 


U.S. fishing industry interests have urged 
prompt consideration of this agreement, 
and, similarly, I request that the Congress 
give favorable consideration to this agree- 
ment at an early date to avoid disruption of 
ongoing cooperative ventures. 


Since 60 calendar days of continuous ses- 
sion, as required by the legislation, may not 
be available before the current agreement 
is scheduled to expire, I recommend the 
Congress consider passage of a joint resolu- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 3, 1989. 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Iceland-United States Fishing 
Agreement 


May 3, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Magnuson Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act of 1976 
(Public Law 94-265; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), 
I transmit herewith an agreement effected 
by exchange of notes on November 23, 
1988, and January 17, 1989, extending for 
the period of 2 years from July 1, 1989, 
until July 1, 1991, and amending to con- 
form with current U.S. law, the Agreement 
between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government of 
the Republic of Iceland Concerning Fisher- 
ies off the Coasts of the United States, 
signed at Washington on September 21, 
1984. The exchange of notes together with 
the present agreement constitute a govern- 
ing international fishery agreement within 
the meaning of section 201(c) of the act. 

U.S. fishing industry interests have urged 
prompt consideration of this agreement, 
and, similarly, I request that the Congress 
give favorable consideration to this agree- 
ment at an early date to avoid disruption of 
ongoing cooperative ventures. 

Since 60 calendar days of continuous ses- 
sion, as required by the legislation, may not 
be available before the current agreement 
is scheduled to expire, I recommend the 
Congress consider passage of a joint resolu- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 3, 1989. 


Nomination of Sean C. O’Keefe To Be 
Comptroller of the Department of 
Defense 


May 3, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Sean Charles O’Keefe to 
be Comptroller of the Department of De- 
fense. He would succeed Clyde O. Glaister. 

Since 1981 Mr. O’Keefe has been on the 
staff of the United States Senate Committee 
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on Appropriations, and serves as the minori- 
ty counsel for the defense subcommittee. 
He served as the staff director for the de- 
fense subcommittee until 1987. Mr. 
O’Keefe served in principal analyst posi- 
tions on the staff for operations and mainte- 
nance, shipbuilding, and aircraft procure- 
ment appropriations. He has also served as 
a presidential management intern in 1978. 

Mr. O’Keefe graduated from Loyola Uni- 
versity with a bachelor of arts degree in 
political science antl received a master of 
public administration degree from Syracuse 
University. He was born January 27, 1956. 
He is married, has one daughter, and re- 
sides in Arlington, VA. 


Proclamation 5969—Smith-Lever Act 
75th Anniversary, 1989 


May 3, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For 75 years, the Cooperative Extension 
Service has made significant contributions 
to U.S. agriculture by helping rural Ameri- 
cans to apply the latest techniques and 
state-of-the-art technology to everyday 
farming. 

In 1914, Hoke Smith, a Senator from 
Georgia, and Asbury Lever, a Congressman 
from South Carolina, proposed the creation 
of the Cooperative Extension Service as the 
educational arm of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. The Smith-Lever Act—which 
President Wilson signed into law on May 8, 
1914—established the Cooperative Exten- 
sion System as a partnership between the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture and State 
land-grant universities. Today this beneficial 
System includes offices in nearly all of the 
Nation’s 3,150 counties, cities, and bor- 
oughs, at Tuskegee University, and at land- 
grant institutions in the 50 States and six 
territories. In celebrating the 75th Anniver- 
sary of the Smith-Lever Act, we pay tribute 
to our dedicated Extension System educa- 
tors. 

The Cooperative Extension System has 
done much to ensure that rural and urban 
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adults and youth have the opportunity to 
develop to their full potential. The System 
has built on the spirit and traditions of its 
founders, successfully adapting to new chal- 
lenges over the years, while assisting the 
American farm family with the efficient 
production of a reliable supply of food and 
fiber for consumers in our country and 
around the world. System employees and 
the three million volunteers who ably assist 
them help individual farmers, families, and 
communities to apply research-generated 
knowledge and leadership techniques to the 
problems facing American agriculture 
today. 

In recognition of the contributions of the 
Cooperative Extension System, the Con- 
gress, by House Joint Resolution 124, has 
authorized and requested the issuance of a 
proclamation to commemorate the enact- 
ment of the Smith-Lever Act of May 8, 
1914. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 8, 1989, as the 75th 
Anniversary of the signing of the Smith- 
Lever Act of 1914. I call upon the people of 
the United States to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:21 p.m., May 4, 1989] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 4. 


Remarks at a Breakfast Meeting With 
Religious Leaders 


May 4, 1989 


Dr. and Mrs. Bright and reverend clergy, 
and members of the National Day of Prayer 
Committee, distinguished Members of the 
Senate and the House of Representatives, 
and ladies and gentlemen. You know, it’s 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / May 4 


often said of a group or individual that he 
hasn’t got a prayer. [Laughter] Well, those 
of us interested in sports keep hearing that 
all of the time. But I’m delighted to address 
an audience about which that will never be 
said. 

And first, I want to say what a pleasure it 
is to welcome you on this special day. 
America’s religious, civic, political leaders 
welcome you to this very special place, 
America’s house. We come as friends, as 
believers in a humane and loving God, and 
we meet on a special day for America—a 
National Day of Prayer. 

You know, a little boy once uttered this 
simple prayer: “God bless mother and 
daddy, my brother and sister, and, oh, God, 
do take care of yourself because if anything 
happens to you, we’re all sunk.” [Laughter] 
Well, I expect this George Healy portrait of 
Lincoln gets to the margins of that prayer, 
and I expect he felt that way—perilous 
times for our country. And I’m sure all of us 
have shared those sentiments at one time or 
another—something in our own lives, some- 
thing facing our country. 

Certainly the Continental Congress did, 
for it was they who in 1775 issued the first 
official proclamation of a National Day of 
Prayer. In 1952 Congress decreed that a 
specific date be set aside each year for 
Americans to gather in homes and places of 
worship in order to pray. And since then, 
every President has declared a National 
Day of Prayer. And so, this morning, like 
my predecessors, I am proud to continue 
that tradition. But I am pleased to note that 
today marks a departure from the norm, for 
1989 marks the first year of an official per- 
manent date of designation: from now on, 
the first Thursday of every May. 

My friends, I’m glad that together we 
could commemorate this event and just for 
a few moments let me focus on what to me, 
and I hope to you, this observance means. It 
does mean, I’m sure we would all agree, 
that we believe in separation of church and 
state, but not in the separation of morality, 
or moral values and state. While the gov- 
ernment must remain neutral towards par- 
ticular religions, it must not, certainly it 
need not, remain neutral toward values that 
Americans support. And yes, we believe in 
pluralism. And I just want to reassure you I 
believe in pluralism—certainly in mutual 


tolerance, for we are one nation under God. 
And we were placed here on Earth to do 
His work. And our work has gone on now 
for more than 200 years in the Nation—a 
work best embodied in four simple words: 
In God we trust. And it was to that higher 
being that George Washington looked when 
in 1776 he was addressing his troops, and 
he said, “The fate of unborn millions will 
now depend, under God, on the courage 
and conduct of this army.” 

Lincoln believed in divine providence. 
Leaving Springfield to take over, to assume 
the Presidency, he told the people of his 
home town that the God which helped 
General Washington must now help him. 
“Without the assistance of the divine 
being,” Lincoln said, “I cannot succeed. 
With that assistance, I cannot fail.” And 
some of you may be too young to remem- 
ber D-Day. Not many of you, but some of 
you may be too young. [Laughter] Over a 
nationwide network, Franklin Roosevelt 
prayed for the safety and success of our 
invading force. “Our sons,” he said, “pride 
of our nation, lead them straight and true. 
Give strength to their arms, stoutness to 
their hearts, steadfastness in their faith.” 

Our history tells us what our hearts con- 
firm: As Americans, we are a religious 
people. We prize compassion and self-sacri- 
fice. We know that America is great be- 
cause America is good. And, as President, I 
am reminded of that constantly. Several 
weeks ago, I was sharing this with Mrs. 
Bright and Mr. Zeoli. Barbara and I went 
up to—or did you go to Lancaster, PAP She 
didn’t make the traveling squad. [Laughter] 
I went to Pennsylvania, and I went to a 
local high school in a relatively affluent 
rural area, Lancaster, and there we dis- 
cussed a problem which is America’s prob- 
lem—the rising use of drugs. If you ever 
need to pray about something and ask for 
strength and guidance, it is this, that we 
succeed in our antinarcotics efforts. But 
then, after meeting with this relatively af- 
fluent group, and hearing that drugs were 
in their corridors and in their playgrounds, 
I went a few miles over—just the same 
community—to meet with the Amish and 
Mennonite leaders. And wonderful people, 
and kind, living their own lives. And they 
don’t have a drug problem. And they made 
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very clear to me why: family and faith. 
Against them, drugs don’t have a chance. 

And I am convinced that faith and family 
can help us honor God in a most profound 
and personal way daily as human beings by 
the conduct of our lives. They teach us not 
only to revere but to practice the golden 
rule. And they also help us reflect the inter- 
nal values of decency, humility, kindness, 
and caring. I thought of those values last 
Sunday when’ I was in New York to mark 
the 200th anniversary of George Washing- 
ton’s first inaugural address, for it was then 
that, like Washington two centuries ago, 
Barbara and I prayed at St. Paul’s Chapel 
there where in 1789 a prayer service was 
offered by the chaplains of Congress for the 
United States of America. To me that day— 
some of you may have seen it—was moving, 
intimate, but there was something special 
about that church service 200 years ago. 
This Washington realized that political 
values without moral values, without that 
moral underpinning, cannot sustain a 
nation. 

And so, this strong yet gentle man knew 
that the advancement of America, while it 
might rely on its President, would surely 
depend on providence. And so, what Wash- 
ington believed so strongly over 200 years 
ago—it really is just as true today. For with- 
out God’s help, we can do nothing, and 
with it, we can do great things—for our 
children, for the world. 

So, let me just thank you all for coming. 
Barbara and I are delighted to have you 
here. We will do our best in the people’s 
house to hold these values high that are 
shared by everybody here regardless of our 
denomination, regardless of our own per- 
sonal commitments. We welcome you, we 
are pleased you’re here. And if you have an 
extra minute for a prayer when the going 
gets a little tough, remember the Congress. 
They need it, too. [Laughter] And Barbara 
and I know we do, too. 

Thank you all very, very much. Thank 
you for coming. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:45 a.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 
In his remarks, he referred to Vonette 
Bright, chairwoman of the National Day of 
Prayer Committee; and Billy Zeoli, presi- 
dent of Gospel Films. 
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Nomination of Reggie B. Walton To Be 
Associate Director for National Drug 
Control Policy 


May 4, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Reggie B. Walton to be 
Associate Director for National Drug Con- 
trol Policy (Bureau of State and Local Af- 
fairs). This is a new position. 

Since 1986 Mr. Walton has been deputy 
presiding judge of the criminal division for 
the Superior Court of the District of Colum- 
bia. He was an associate judge for the Supe- 
rior Court of the District of Columbia, since 
1981. He has served as executive assistant 
United States attorney for the District of 
Columbia, 1980-1981; assistant United 
States attorney for the District of Columbia, 
chief of the career criminal unit, 1979- 
1980. He was assistant United States attor- 
ney for the District of Columbia, 1976- 
1980; and a staff attorney for the Defender 
Association of Philadelphia, 1974-1976. He 
has also served as an instructor for the Na- 
tional Institute of Trial Advocacy of George- 
town University Law School, 1983 to 
present. 

Mr. Walton graduated from West Virginia 
State College (B.A., 1971) and American 
University, Washington College of Law 
(J.D., 1974). He was born February 8, 1949. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters Following a 
Luncheon With Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney of Canada 


May 4, 1989 


The President. May | just, at the outset of 
this scrum in which we each answer ques- 
tions, say what a joy it’s been to have Prime 
Minister Mulroney back here with his very- 
special Mila. Barbara and I froze them to 
death on the balcony. It’s warm now, but 
20 minutes ago, it was cold—temperature; 
warm in terms of the feeling that existed at 
that little lunch and, indeed, over in the 
Oval Office. 

And I cite that because the relationship 
between the United States and Canada re- 
mains strong. Our respect for the Prime 
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Minister and his objectives remains strong. 
The fact that he fought hard for this break- 
through Free Trade Agreement has the re- 
spect for him at an altogether high level. 
And so, I can report that the conversations 
that we had that touched on a wide array of 
subjects: on the environment, and on the 
importance of the NATO [North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization] meeting, and on the 
bilateral relations was good. And we found 
that we can look each other in the eye and 
talk out any differences with no rancor. 
And we salute him and welcome him as a 
good friend. 

And now, Mr. Prime Minister, the stand- 
up mike is all yours. 

The Prime Minister. Thank you, Mr. 
President. We had a very delightful and ef- 
fective meeting, I thought, with President 
Bush and his colleagues. And Mila and I had 
an especially delightful lunch with Barbara 
and the President. 

Our discussions today on the agenda dealt 
with the environment, which is very impor- 
tant, and I applaud the leadership the Presi- 
dent is giving to the environment, particu- 
larly of the question of acid rain. 

We discussed as well something that Mar- 
garet Thatcher has described as a model for 
the rest of the world, and that’s the Canada- 
United States Free Trade Agreement, 
which is in its infancy, is growing and grow- 
ing strongly, and I think to the benefit of 
both of our nations. 

And we discussed the role of NATO and 
the importance of the Western alliance in 
the world—the role of the United States in 
that alliance. The position of Canada is un- 
equivocal in that regard. 

Thank you, sir. 


Strategic Weapons and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization 


Q. Mr. President, are you willing to com- 
promise your position now on short-range 
missiles in terms of starting negotiations 
with the Soviet Union on that area? 

The President. 1 want the NATO summit 
to be a success. And we will be working 
with the Germans and with others to see 
that there is a common NATO position. 
This is no time for one to compromise or 
somebody not to compromise. We’ve made 
proposals to the Germans. I expect we’ll be 
hearing from them soon. And I’d prefer to 


do whatever negotiation amongst allies that 
is required in private, recognizing that we 
all want the NATO summit to be successful. 
And there’s a lot of public discussion of this 
issue. And that’s fine. I don’t plan in detail 
to join in on that public discussion. The U.S. 
position is well known. NATO’s last stated 
public position is well known. And we're 
prepared to go from there. 

Q. It sounds like you’re ready to negoti- 
ate. 

‘The President. Well, I’m always willing to 
negotiate. But we’re not going to go for any 
third zero or getting SNF out of whack in 
terms of negotiations. So, let’s be clear on 
that. But certainly, I’ll be willing to discuss 
these issues, as we did in a very construc- 
tive way with the Prime Minister. 

Q. Prime Minister Mulroney, what did 
you say to the President about the SNF 
issue? 

The Prime Minister.. What I said to the 
President was that NATO was founded on, 
in my judgment, two concepts: first, solidar- 
ity; and secondly, the American leadership 
of the Western alliance. And it’s the solidar- 
ity that has brought about the success that 
the West has engendered thus far. And we 
have to stick together on all of these funda- 
mental questions, and we will. 

NATO is a grouping of sovereign inde- 
pendent nations. There is going to be vigor- 
ous debate, unlike the Warsaw Pact. In 
NATO, there are independent nations who 
get together and who come together will- 
ingly under a common shield to achieve 
common objectives. And so, while there has 
to be this kind of debate, in the end, there 
must be solidarity, total solidarity. And 
there must be a common view of leader- 
ship, which has served the world so well for 
40 years. Now, we’re going to Brussels to 
celebrate the achievements of NATO. And 
that’s exactly what we are going to be doing 
and that is why we look forward to Presi- 
dent Bush’s presence there—to celebrate 
that particular achievement in which the 
United States has played such a pivotal role. 

Q. ——how public opinion in Europe to 
have NATO—— 

Q. Did you urgé the President to begin 
negotiations on SNF reductions, sir? Did you 
urge the President to begin negotiations on 
SNF reductions? 
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The Prime Minister. I'm sorry? 

Q. Did vou urge the President to begin 
negotiations—to at least back negotiations 
on SNF reductions? 

The Prime Minister. I’ve just said what 
the position of Canada is in regard to— 
there’s one NATO position. This is not an 
association where everybody freelances. 

Q. ——different views on this, though. 

The Prime Minister. We have a common 
NATO position, and while there are diver- 
gence of views that emerge from time to 
time, the object of our getting together is to 
harmonize those views into one position. 
And that’s what we’re going to be able to 
do. 

Q. You told us that NATO was very 
good-— 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Mr. President, the Oliver North jury is 
supposed to return a verdict momentarily. I 
was wondering if now you would discuss 
with us your trip to Honduras—as they’re 
about to come in, and you couldn’t affect 
their verdict one way or the other—and 
what happened there—whether or not you 
made some arrangements to give a quid pro 
quo for Honduras help. 

The President. How do we know the 
North—I haven’t heard—it’s going to be in 
at 2 o'clock with a decision? Honduras— 
there was no quid pro quo. Everybody that 
attended the meeting says there was no 
quid pro quo. And for those who suggest 
there was, the onus is on them. The word of 
the President of the United States, George 
Bush, is there was no quid pro quo. The 
records of the meeting demonstrate that 
there was no quid pro quo. Thank you for 
asking that question. 

Q. Mr. President, was there any implica- 
tion—— 

The President. No implication, no quid 
pro quo, direct or indirect, from me to the 
President of Honduras on that visit. 

Q. Why did you go down there for then? 

Q. Did you, in that meeting, did you dis- 
cuss aid to the contras—the Hondurans’ 
compliance with our request that they help 
the contras and—— 

The President. We are going to—I am 
going to insist that the congressional com- 
mittees, now that the jury is in or out, be 
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briefed fully on the confidential cables that 
bring up every fact of that meeting. 


North Atlantic Treaty Organization 


Q. Mr. President, can we go back to 
NATO a second? 

The President. Yes. For me or—— 

Q. For you, sir. Mr. President, you were 
very careful, I thought, to say you didn’t 
want the third zero. That still allows for the 
possibility of reducing the number of short- 
range nuclear weapons. 

The President. Look, my emphasis will be 
on conventional force reductions. And we 
will be talking very soon with the Germans 
on a proposal we made to them. We’ve lis- 
tened very carefully in a very—to the con- 
structive suggestions that Prime Minister 
Mulroney has raised, and that’s really all I 
care to say about it. I want the NATO 
meeting to be a success. And one way you 
guarantee success is not to go out and fine 
tune nuance differences that may exist be- 
tween various staunch allies. And so, the 
German position was made public last 
week. And I will continue to work with the 
leaders of the NATO countries to see that 
we have a successful summit. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister: 

Q. Mr. President, did you discuss a bilat- 
eral accord—— 

The President. Here’s what we’re going 
to do to be fair. We’re going to rotate these 
questions. The next one is for the Prime 
Minister of Canada. If you want equal time. 
[Laughter] 

The Prime Minister. 1 don’t insist on 
equal time, Mr. President. [Laughter] 

The President. You're entitled to it. 
You’ve got to have it. 

Acid Rain 

Q. ——any new commitments on acid 
rain? 

The Prime Minister. Yl take it. [Laugh- 
ter] All right. We'll rotate. 

Q. How about bilateral accords? 

The Prime Minister. We'll rotate, but I’ve 
got to get a chance to answer. 

Acid rain, we had an excellent discussion 
on that. The President has made a very 
strong statement in regard to his intentions 
in acid rain, which will involve legislation 
and cooperation with the Congress. We 
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look forward to that and once that is 
achieved, we look forward to the conclusion 
of a mutual accord which will allow our 
countries to bring to an end, hopefully, a 
problem that has been a major challenge to 
both of our governments and one that has 
blighted the environments of the United 
States and of Canada. So, we’re moving 
along on that. I’m pleased with what the 
President had to say today. I met with con- 
gressional leaders, including Senator Mitch- 
ell, earlier this morning. And as the Prime 
Minister of Canada, I’m pleased with the 
manner in which this very important 
matter is going. 

Q. Mr. President, do you support a bilat- 
eral accord, sir? 


Fusion Energy 


Q. President Bush, with regard to all of 
the reports of the new developments of 
fusion energy, which is a clean form of 
energy that could make the whole acid rain 
issue moot, do you plan to take any role in 
helping to determine whether this break- 
through or potential breakthrough is real 
and the Government would play a role in 
helping to develop it? 

The President. 1 will be talking to my 
National Science Adviser about that in the 
next few days. 

Q. Prime Minister Mulroney— 


[At this point, a question is asked and an- 
swered in French] 


Q. Mr. President 

Q. Mr. Prime Minister—— 

The President. My turn, my turn. The 
gentleman over here. 

Q. Translation, Mr. President? 


Elections in Panama 


Q. Mr. Gingrich this morning suggested if 
the Panama election is as fraudulent as 
many think it will be that perhaps you 
shouldn’t give back the Canal. What’s your 
view on that? What’s your response to him? 

The President. My view on that is to warn 
Panama that the world will be looking at 
them, not just the United States. In terms of 
these elections and deciding what to do if 
the elections are fraudulent—calling on 
them for free and fair elections—there will 
be international observers there—and then 
we will cross whatever hypothetical bridge 


we may have to cross later on. But it’s too 
hypothetical, Charles [Charles Bierbauer, 
Cable News Network], at this point to go 
beyond that. But this does give me an op- 
portunity to say that I have been very dis- 
turbed by the reports that the election will 
be less than free and less than fair and less 
than open. And I simply want to encourage 
the people in Panama to do everything 
they can to guarantee free and fair elec- 
tions. And what pressures they can bring to 
bear on the PDF [Panamanian Defense 
Force] leader, Mr. Noriega, I don’t know. 
But I would hope, with the world watching, 
they would insist on free and fair elections. 

Q. ——about the health system in 
Canada. 

The Prime Minister. Pardon me? 


Health Care in Canada 


Q. I want to ask you, are you worried 
about this exodus of doctors from Canada to 
the United States, where they make more 
money? Are you worried that that will hurt 
your wonderful health system in Canada? 

The Prime Minister. Well, we’re always— 
we don’t like to lose any talented Canadi- 
ans. But we’re very proud of the special 
health care system that we’ve developed 
over the years. It’s an integral part of our 
citizenship. We strengthen it every oppor- 
tunity we can, and we don’t see it under 
any challenge or attack. 

Q. Could you explain that to Mr. Bush so 
we can get that same health system in the 
United States? 

The Prime Minister. Well, Mr. Bush is 
very, very well-acquainted with the Canadi- 
an system, as with others, and I can only 
speak for ours. I know of your interest in 
this area. And as far as we’re concerned, 
we've developed our own system, which we 
prize very highly. Others have their own, of 
which they’re proud, no doubt. 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Mitchell and 
others among the congressional leadership 
are adamant in pressing for answers on why 
they did not get certain documents or cer- 
tain versions of documents related to the 
Iran contra matter during their investiga- 
tion. What will you undertake to do to meet 
their inquiries? What role will you take? 
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- The President. Well, I've made clear to 
the Congress, that we will cooperate in 
every way requested and referred them to 
a man in whom I have great confidence, 
Mr. Culvahouse [Arthur B. Culvahouse, 
former Counsel to President Reagan], who 
handled those documents for the previous 
administration. And hopefully, they can re- 
solve it between themselves. 

Q. ——about acid rain once again, sir? 
Acid Rain 

Q. Senator Mitchell mentioned this morn- 
ing that Canada should be pushing for a 
bilateral accord on acid rain consecutively, 
while the administration introduces its legis- 
lation on acid rain. Was there any talk 
about that and will you be pushing for that? 

The Prime Minister. Well, I think the 
President knows my position full-well. We 
know that there have to be legislative 
changes here in the United States to kind of 
equate the initiatives taken in Canada. And 
once that is done, or while—in the process 
of that being done, then there has to be an 
international accord that is an enforceable 
document by which we can measure our 
progress and enforce delinquency in that 
event. And so, President Bush is known as a 
strong environmentalist. He’s made some 
very significant statements in regard to not 
only acid rain but its impact on our bilateral 
relationship and his resolve to clean it up. 
So, I’m very encouraged. 

Q. President Bush, can we ask you, sir, 
about acid rain? Did you make any under- 
takings in your lunch in terms of what’s 
going to be in your clean air legislation 
that’s going to help this acid rain problem? 

The President. We didn’t go into the spe- 
cific amounts. As the Prime Minister said, 
he knows of my commitment. He knows 
now that we are in the final stages of for- 
mulating our recommendations to the Con- 
gress—the Clean Air Act. And indeed, we'll 
be prepared, after those recommendations 
go forward, to discuss in more detail the 
subject that you’re asking about. So, we did 
have a chance to do what you asked about. 
And look, if there’s anything that the Prime 
Minister of Canada has been clear with me 
about—and he’s been clear with me on ev- 
erything—it is this subject. So, I don’t think 
there’s any—he forcefully brings it up, and 
I tell him where we stand. 
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Strategic Weapons 


Q. Prime Minister Mulroney, the Presi- 
dent said you made concrete suggestions on 
the issue of short-range missiles. Can you 
give us an idea, sir, what some of those 
suggestions entailed? 

The Prime Minister. Well, Mr. Clark [Ca- 
nadian Secretary of State for External Af- 
fairs] has been in touch with Secretary [of 
State] Baker and others in regard to how 
this matter might be broached. We don’t— 
we discuss it privately with our allies and 
that’s what we have tried to do. But the 
position of Canada is the one I’ve set out— 
is it deals with the effectiveness of NATO 
being predicated on our solidarity and the 
leadership, a very particular role of leader- 
ship by the United States in that equation. 
And we think that within those parameters, 
we can resolve differences of degree and 
emphasis that will come up from sovereign 
states from time to time. And we think that 
this is what the President and I and Secre- 
tary Baker and Minister Clark have been 
working on and will continue to work on. 


Iran Arms and Contra Aid Controversy 


Q. Mr. President, when you say that 
there was no quid pro quo at the meeting 
that you had with the Honduran President, 
are you willing to give us the same assur- 
ances that there was no quid pro quo be- 
tween this Government and the Honduran 
Government in that time period? 

The President. As far as I know of. As far 
as I know—to my knowledge. But the alle- 
gation that’s been made on me was that I 
went to Honduras and talked to President 
{of Honduras] Suazo about some quid pro 
quo. I can now state declaratively, without 
any fear of contradiction, that there wasn’t. 
And that’s all I’m going to tell you. 


[At this point, a question is asked and an- 
swered in French] 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve made it pretty 
clear there was no quid pro quo. Can we go 
beyond that to the whole question of Iran- 
contra? You have declined in the past to 
discuss that, sir, because of confidentiality 
vis-a-vis President Reagan. Now, you’re the 
President, the Oliver North jury is now de- 
livering its verdict on all the counts: Is this 
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the time to set this at restP Just to go 
through and say—— 

The President. | think it was set to rest in 
the last election. I think I have been singled 
out for a specific question here that I’ve 
answered. Do you have a specific question? 
I'll be glad to try to respond to it at your 
next turn, which does not come now, how- 
ever. [Laughter] But I would be glad to try 
to do that. And that’s the way it’s going to 
be. And we'll have plenty of opportunities 
to answer questions, and I may or may not, 
depending on what they are, answer them. 
I’ve answered this one, where there has 
been much needless, mindless speculation 
about my word of honor, and I’ve answered 
it, now, definitively. 

Acid Rain 

Q. Mr. President, your good friend, Mi- 
chael Dukakis, said the other day to the 
Prime Minister that he expected—he 
thought that it was possible for an acid rain 
treaty between Canada and the United 
States to be signed within a year. I don’t 
know what your feelings are on this, but 
could you give us kind of a time frame? Do 
you think it’s possible that there might be a 
treaty signed at least before you leave or 
the next election? 

The President. Well, there will be great 
progress made. Whether the treaty proves 
to be the vehicle for demonstrating that 
progress, I don’t know, and I can’t say. 


Environmental Issues 


Q. Mr. Prime Minister, was there any dis- 
cussion of a global warming convention, 
and if so, what direction did it take? 

The Prime Minister. Yes, there was a— 
the President and I had an excellent discus- 
sion of the entire environmental formula. I 
expressed the view as well that there can 
be little progress in terms of the environ- 
ment unless there’s a very strong leadership 
role played by the United States. And I’ve 
already indicated to you President Bush’s 
very strong commitment to the environ- 
ment in all of its related and ancillary and 
principal dimensions. And this is a very, 
very important one. But you know, you can 
hold all the conferences you want, but if 
the principal players are not there, then 
progress can be fairly modest. So, President 
Bush indicated to me, as he did in Ottawa, 


his intention to play a very significant lead- 
ership role in all aspects of the environ- 
ment, and I’m very—I think we’re all very 
encouraged by that. 

Thank you very much. 

The President. Last question for the 
President—the Prime Minister having han- 
dled his last one beautifully. 


China-U.S. Relations 


Q. Different subject, on China. Your ad- 
ministration has been very outspoken in 
promoting democratic efforts in places like 
Poland and Nicaragua and around the 
world. But you haven’t really said anything 
about China. Do you have some words of 
encouragement for the students who are 
defying a government ban in order to pro- 
test in favor of freedom and democracy? 

The President. 1 have words of encour- 
agement for freedom and democracy wher- 
ever, and I would like to see progress in 
China, in the Soviet Union, and in other 
systems that have heretofore not been in 
the forefront, to put it mildly, of human 
rights or of democratic rights. And I 
wouldn’t suggest to any leadership of any 
country that they accept every demand by 
every group. But I will say that as I re- 
viewed what the demands are today, we 
can certainly, as the United States, identify 
with them. When they talk about more free 
press, we would encourage that, wherever 
it might be. When they talk about—I forget 
what the list was of every demand, but a lot 
of them had my enthusiastic backing, in a 
broad, generic sense. And I would like to 
encourage China or the Soviet Union or 
other totalitarian countries—countries that 
have not enjoyed democratic practices—to 
move as quick as they can down democra- 
cy’s path. 

And I’ve been pleased with some of the 
changes in China. It’s changed dramatically 
since I was living there. But they’ve got a 
ways to go and other countries in this hemi- 
sphere have a long ways to go, and coun- 
tries over in Europe have a long way to go. 
And so, I would encourage them all: De- 
mocracy is on the move. And this is one 
thing that the Prime Minister and I talked 
about. When we go to that NATO meeting, 
we’re going to be on the side that is win- 
ning and the side that is right, fundamental- 
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ly right. Freedom, democracy, human 
rights, these are the things we stand for. So, 
I would encourage every government to 
move as quickly as they can to achieve 
human rights. 

Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. Earli- 
er, the President and the Prime Minister 
met in the Oval Office. 


Proclamation 5970—Older Americans 
Month, 1989 


May 4, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Throughout the history of the United 
States, older Americans have had a pro- 
found role in shaping the character and des- 
tiny of our Nation. From the days of Ben 
Franklin, who was 81 years old when he 
helped to frame our Constitution, to the 
present time, older Americans have blessed 
us with their wisdom and leadership. Each 
May, during Older Americans Month, we 
express our respect and gratitude to these 
valued members of our society. 

The contributions of older individuals are 
evident in virtually every aspect of Ameri- 
can life: in government, business and indus- 
try, and in science and the arts. Today, mil- 
lions of older Americans are remaining in 
the work force well past the traditional “re- 
tirement age.” In fact, many senior citizens 
are pursuing second careers, while others 
continue to contribute to our communities 
and Nation through volunteer work. 

All older Americans—whether they hold 
jobs, volunteer, or quietly devote their time 
to family and friends—enrich our lives 
beyond measure. Therefore, let us honor 
them not only during Older Americans 
Month, but throughout the year. Let us 
always show our appreciation for senior citi- 
zens by respecting, in policy as well as prac- 
tice, their rights and dignity. We can dem- 
onstrate our commitment to that end by 
helping older persons to maintain their in- 


666 


dependence, and by protecting them from 
exploitation and discrimination. 

Let us also remember that, while most 
older Americans are healthy and active, 
some need special care and attention. 
Across the United States, thousands of com- 
munity groups, religious societies, voluntary 
service organizations, and government 
agencies are working to help meet the spe- 
cial needs of elderly Americans. As individ- 
uals and as a Nation, we must ensure that 
every community provides the services and 
opportunities that older Americans need 
and deserve. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
45, has recognized the month of May 1989, 
as “Older Americans Month,” and has re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion in observance of this month. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the month of May 1989 as 
Older Americans Month. I call upon the 
American people to observe this month 
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:26 a.m., May 5, 1989] 


Proclamation 5971—World Trade 
Week, 1989 


May 5, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


At no other time in U.S. history has inter- 
national commerce been so important to 
domestic economic growth. Increased ex- 
ports mean prosperity for America. World 
Trade Week provides an excellent opportu- 
nity for American business men and women 
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to reaffirm their commitment to the pursuit 
of export markets. 

Trade figures for the past year indicate 
that American businesses are moving in the 
right direction. U.S. export performance 
during 1988 was responsible for the highest 
growth rate this decade and the largest re- 
duction in the trade deficit in history. 
During 1988, U.S. merchandise exports 
grew 28 percent, reaching record levels 
($320 billion). These exports generated 40 
percent of real GNP growth during the 
year and contributed to the creation of a 
near record number of jobs. An improved 
global economic climate and measurable 
improvements in the quality of American 
goods and services contributed to this 
promising export performance. 

The favorable market conditions that 
made our goods and services competitive in 
1988 continue to exist in 1989, and USS. 
businesses must take full advantage of this 
situation. American industry can benefit 
substantially from trade opportunities cre- 
ated by recent events in the world market- 
place. For example, when the historic 
United States-Canada Free-Trade Agree- 
ment entered into force on January 1, 1989, 
it heralded the beginning of a new era in 
America’s economic relations with our larg- 
est trading partner. It also created abun- 
dant opportunities for U.S. firms to reach 
the market offered by our 26 million neigh- 
bors to the north. 

The European Community’s formation of 
a single market by the year 1992 has the 
potential to provide even more trading op- 
portunities for American business. Howev- 
er, U.S. firms need to prepare for 1992 now 
if they are to realize greater export sales. 

This Administration is committed to forg- 
ing a partnership with our Nation’s business 
community to help ensure continued eco- 
nomic prosperity and growth into the 
1990’s. Trade and U.S. competitiveness are 
top priorities. I am firmly committed to 
opening world markets to U.S. exports and 
promoting our free trade agenda on both 
multilateral and bilateral levels. 

The United States led in initiating the 
current round of General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) negotiations, and 
we shall remain vigilant in our efforts to 
ensure that the GATT negotiations result in 
a strengthened international trading system 


that creates new opportunities to expand 
trade and achieve economic growth. 

We shall pursue our quest to eliminate 
unfair trade practices, and we shall also use 
the tools provided by the Congress in the 
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 to ensure an open world marketplace. 

In short, this Administration will continue 
to do its part to ensure a strong economy 
into the 1990’s. American business, howev- 
er, must take the lead in meeting the im- 
portant challenge of increasing our com- 
petitiveness in world markets. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, 
do hereby proclaim the week beginning 
May 21, 1989, as World Trade Week. I 
invite the businesses and workers of Amer- 
ica to join together with the Federal Gov- 
ernment in observance of World Trade 
Week. Together, we can ensure continued 
prosperity for our country through global 
trade. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
nine, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:13 p.m., May 5, 1989} 


White House Statement on the 
President’s Meeting With Violeta 
Chamorro 


May 5, 1989 


The President today met with Mrs. Vio- 
leta Chamorro, publisher of the Nicaraguan 
newspaper La Prensa. Mrs. Chamorro is in 
Washington at the invitation of the National 
Endowment for Democracy. Mrs. Cha- 
morro and La Prensa have become symbols 
of freedom of expression and the struggle 
against tyranny and dictatorship throughout 
Latin America, beginning with the struggle 
against the Somoza government. 
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During the meeting, the President ex- 
pressed his deep regard for Mrs. Chamorro 
and of her unceasing efforts to carry on the 
tradition of her assassinated husband over 
the last 10 years in the face of Sandinista 
harassment and intimidation. The President 
told Mrs. Chamorro that he shared her dis- 
appointment and concern that the new 
media law promulgated by the Sandinistas 
does not guarantee the free functioning of 
the media and unrestricted political expres- 
sion. The new law gives the Ministry of In- 
terior wide latitude for prosecuting and 
punishing the media for such ill-defined 
concepts as violating “national integrity” 
and for publishing “injurious, defamatory 
and false news.” Rather than relaxing exist- 
ing controls and increasing freedom of ex- 
pression, the law is a more systematic com- 
pilation of existing restrictions and sanc- 
tions. 

The Sandinista media law, as well as the 
recently approved electoral law, do not 
comply with the letter or the spirit of the 
Esquipulas and El] Salvador agreements 
signed by Central American leaders. The 
President and Mrs. Chamorro expressed 
their hope that international leaders would 
use their influence to persuade the Sandi- 
nistas to fulfill their commitment. 


Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo 
Celebration 


May 5, 1989 


Welcome to this Rose Garden celebration. 
[Laughter] But even the weather couldn’t 
put a damper on a wonderful event like 
this, and I’m delighted to be here. I salute 
Mexico’s Ambassador to the United States, 
who honors us with his presence. And next 
to him, my trusted friend, John Negro- 
ponte, who is going to be our next Ambassa- 
dor to Mexico. So, we’re well represented 
here today. 

Secretary [of Education] Cavazos, thank 
you, sir, for, in a sense, sponsoring this won- 
derful program. But isn’t it a great sight to 
see the folklore and the traditions of a 
proud past so refreshingly alive in these 
kids. And you're all from Toledo, Ohio? 
[Laughter] Are you? That's fantastic. The 
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whole scene: the costumes, the music, the 
pageantry reminds me of my days as a Con- 
gressman in Houston, or indeed, some of 
my times in West Texas. Cinco de Mayo is a 
big one down in Texas, as I’m sure many of 
you in this room know, just as it is through- 
out the United States. And, in my view, it’s 
becoming more significant or more cele- 
brated each year, and the reason is obvious: 
We and Mexico are bound by ties of family, 
culture, and friendship. This is keenly ap- 
preciated in the Bush family. Barbara and I 
have always felt at home in the Hispanic 
community and living in Texas, we are im- 
pressed by those values—caring, patriotism, 
love of God. 

What is true of a family is true of a 
nation. Hispanic culture is growing deep 
roots into American life, and that’s why the 
Hispanic community plays such a pivotal 
role in our national culture and in this ad- 
ministration. Not only do we have two 
highly respected Hispanic leaders—Lauro 
Cavazos and Manuel Lujan [Secretary of 
the Interior] serving in the Cabinet—but 
key advisers, six senior members of the 
White House staff sharing your Hispanic 
heritage and pride. And I see that several of 
our new appointees are with us today—His- 
panic Americans whose service to their 
country will add to that pride. We deeply 
respect your commitment to family, honor, 
and tradition. We need the advice and the 
involvement of everybody here. You are 
leaders, and this is the age of empower- 
ment. Empowerment is economic as well as 
political. Since 1982 more than two-and-a- 
half million Hispanic Americans have joined 
the job market, but this is not enough. We 
will not be satisfied until every Hispanic 
man and woman can make the most of 
their drive and their talent in the United 
States of America. 

And on this day we also' recognize’ some- 
thing else that binds together the United 
States and Mexico. We are two former Eu- 
ropean colonies whose independence has 
been hard won. Less than 1 week ago, I 
joined in the celebration of the 200th anni- 
versary of the swearing-in of George Wash- 
ington in New York. How appropriate it is 
for us to now observe the victory of another 
champion of liberty, Benito Juarez. Like 
Washington, he possessed a homespun dig- 
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nity, a simple eloquence, and a command- 
ing presence. Both were men of peace who 
were forced to fight for freedom, so this is a 
day for all of us to look southward to memo- 
ries of home and hearth for some, to memo- 
ries of friendship, and respect for the rest. 

Think of the 5th of May as not a national 
holiday of another country only but as the 
celebration of ideals that know no border— 
ideals of pride, family, and tradition. And 
this is the spirit of the Hispanic community, 
and this is the spirit of all Americans north 
and south of the Rio Grande. 

Thank you for being with us today. 
Happy Cinco de Mayo, and welcome. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gustavo Petricioli, 
Mexican Ambassador to the U.S. and the 
first President of Mexico, Benito Juarez. 
Prior to the remarks, Los Charros del Norte, 
a mariachi band, performed. 


Message on the Observance of Cinco 
de Mayo, 1989 


May 5, 1989 


It is with great pleasure that I join the 
people of Mexico and all those of Mexican 
heritage in the United States in celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo. 

The historic victory at the Battle of 
Puebla clearly showed the unbeatable de- 
termination of a people struggling for inde- 
pendence. Though badly outnumbered by 
the French, the Mexican people fought 
bravely for the freedom of their country. 
With the beacon of democracy giving them 
hope and inspiration, their cause could not 
be denied. 

Every American immediately identifies 
with that cause and shares in the pride and 
happiness Mexicans feel on this day. Our 
country is proud of the long-standing 
friendship that has existed between the 
United States and Mexico and prouder still 
of the wonderful contributions Mexican 
Americans have made to our Nation. 

On this special day, I send congratula- 
tions and good wishes to the people of 
Mexico and to our citizens of Mexican de- 


scent. May we remember in gratitude and 
admiration the sacrifices your ancestors 
made for liberty, and may their brave 
legacy be a reminder to us all of the eternal 
vigilance that freedom demands. 

God bless you. 


George Bush 


Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report on Radiation 
Control for Health and Safety 


May 5, 1989 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with section 360D of the 
Public Health Service Act, I am submitting 
the report of the Department of Health and 
Human Services regarding the administra- 
tion of the Radiation Control for Health and 
Safety Act during calendar year 1988. 

The report recommends that section 
360D of the Public Health Service Act that 
requires the completion of this annual 
report be repealed. All the information 
found in this report is available to the Con- 
gress on a more immediate basis through 
congressional committee oversight and 
budget hearings. This annual report serves 
little useful purpose and diverts agency re- 
sources from more productive activities. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
May 5, 1989. 


Continuation of Malcolm R. Wilkey as 
Ambassador to Uruguay 


May 5, 1989 


The President today announced that Mai- 
colm Richard Wilkey will continue to serve 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America to 
the Oriental Republic of Uruguay. 

Since 1985 Ambassador Wilkey has 
served as Ambassador to the Oriental Re- 
public of Uruguay. From 1969 to 1973, he 
was a member of the Advisory Panel on 
International Law for the Legal Advisor at 
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the Department of State. From 1970 to 
1985, he was U.S. Circuit Judge for the DC 
Court. From 1975 to 1979, he served on the 
Judicial Conference of the U.S. Committee 
on Rules for Admission to Practice in the 
Federal Courts. Since 1985 Ambassador 
Wilkey has also been a visiting fellow at 
Wolfson College in Cambridge, England. 

Mr. Wilkey was born December 6, 1918, 
in Murfreesboro, TN. He received his A.B. 
in 1940 from Harvard College and his J.D. 
in 1948 from Harvard Law School. He 
served in the U.S. Army from 1941 to 1945, 
and in the U.S. Army Active Reserve from 
1948 to 1954. Mr. Wilkey is married to the 
former Emma Secul. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Upcoming North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization Summit 

May 5, 1989 


Today marks the resumption in Vienna, 
Austria, of both the negotiation on Conven- 
tional Armed Forces in Europe (CFE), 
which involves all 23 nations of NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact and the talks on Confi- 
dence and Security Building Measures 
among the 35 participants in the Confer- 
ence on Security and Confidence Building 
Measures and Disarmament in Europe 
(CSCE). 

In the CFE negotiations, the United 
States and its allies are seeking a stable and 
secure balance of conventional forces in 
Europe at reduced levels, the elimination of 
destabilizing disparities of forces, and the 
elimination of capabilities for surprise 
attack and large-scale offensive action. 
NATO’s approach reflects a continuing 
commitment to realizing these goals 
through a realistic, militarily significant, and 
verifiable agreement. The work ahead is 
complex. The United States and its allies 
are, however, encouraged by the serious- 
ness with which the Soviet Union and its 
allies have entered into this negotiation. 
What is needed now is for them to join 
NATO in exchanges that are frank and con- 
structive and enhance the chances for suc- 
cess. In the CSBM’s talks, NATO has tabled 
a set of proposals which build upon and 
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expand the Stockholm document. The cen- 
terpiece of the NATO proposal is an annual 
exchange of information on military organi- 
zation, manpower, and equipment in 
Europe, and a corresponding system to 
evaluate the information that is exchanged. 
These and other NATO proposals apply 
equally to all participating states, in contrast 
to the Eastern proposals that clearly seek to 
constrain NATO’s ability to train and rein- 
force its troops. 

During this second round, NATO will be 
elaborating the practical details of its pro- 
posals to demonstrate their effectiveness, 
feasibility and the contribution they can 
make to furthering openness, transparency 
and predictability about military organiza- 
tion and activities in Europe. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





April 29 

The President met at the White House 
with Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for National Security Affairs, and 
members of the CIA briefing staff. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended the White House Corre- 
spondents Dinner at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. 


May 1 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff: 

—national Protestant leaders; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 





In an Oval Office ceremony, Paul Cover- 
dell was sworn in as Director of the Peace 
Corps. 


May 2 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; members of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 
ship; 

—the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council 
leadership; 

—William J. Bennett, Director of National 
Drug Control Policy; 

—members of the House Select Commit- 
tee on Narcotics; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President transmitted the following 

reports to the Congress: 

—the first comprehensive triennial report 
on immigration, 1989; 

—the 15th annual report of the Federal 
Council on the Aging for calendar year 
1988; 

—the 23d annual report of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities for 
fiscal year 1988. 


May 3 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland 
of Norway; 

—Republican members of the Senate 
Steering Committee; 

—the National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
ciation swimming champions, from 
Kenyon College; 

—the National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
ciation hockey champions, from Har- 
vard University; 

—Secretary of Energy James D. Watkins, 
for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—members of the National Law Enforce- 
ment Council; 
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—administration officials, to discuss the 
budget; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


In the morning, the President received a 
telephone call from Suzanne Smith, a 17- 
year-old student at the Arizona School for 
the Deaf and Blind, who participated in in- 
augurating the General Services Adminis- 
tration’s Telecommunications Relay Service. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a reception for the Dole 
Foundation at the National Museum for 
Women in the Arts. 


May 4 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Republican members of the House of 
Representatives Whip Organization; 

—winners of the National Bicentennial 
Competition on the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights; 

—New Jersey Governor’s Club “Commit- 
tee of One Hundred”; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 


May 5 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Chancellor Franz Vranitzky of Austria; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III. 

The President designated Representative 

William L. Dickinson of Alabama as his rep- 
resentative to the Paris Air Show to be held 
from June 8-18, 1989. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush left the White House for a weekend 
stay at Camp David, MD. 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted May 1 


Morton I. Abramowitz, 

of the District of Columbia, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Career Minister, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Turkey. 


Melvyn Levitsky, 

of Maryland, to be Assistant Secretary of 
State for International Narcotics Matters, 
vice Ann Barbara Wrobleski, resigned. 


Kenneth W. Gideon, 


of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, vice O. Donaldson Chapoton, 
resigned. 


Shirley D. Peterson, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice William S. Rose, Jr., resigned. 


William Lucas, 

of Michigan, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice William Bradford Reynolds 
resigned. 


Michael Philip Skarzynski, 

of Illinois, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce, vice James P. Moore, Jr., re- 
signed. 


Gerald L. Olson, 

of Minnesota, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, vice Marty T. 
Goedde, resigned. 


Alfred A. DelliBovi, 
of New York, to be Under Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, vice Carl 
D. Covitz, resigned. 
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Submitted May 1—Continued 


Galen Joseph Reser, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Transportation, vice Edward R. Hamberger, 
resigned. 


Robert Refugio Davila, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Assistant 
Secretary for Special Education and Reha- 
bilitative Services, Department of Educa- 
tion, vice Madeleine C. Will, resigned. 


Sidney Linn Williams, 

of Virginia, to be a Deputy United States 
Trade Representative, with the rank of Am- 
bassador, vice Alan F. Holmer, resigned. 


E. Patrick Coady, 

of Virginia, to be United States Executive 
Director of the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development for a term 
of 2 years, vice Robert Brendon Keating, 
term expired. 


John B. Taylor, 

of California, to be a member of the Coun- 
cil of Economic Advisers, vice Michael 
Mussa, resigned. 


Submitted May 2 


Bernard William Aronson, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State, vice Elliott Abrams, resigned. 


Carol T. Crawford, ; 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General, vice Thomas M. Boyd, resigned. 


David Philip Prosperi, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Transportation, vice 
Wendy Monson DeMocker, resigned. 


Chic Hecht, 

of Nevada, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States ¢f 
America to the Commonwealth of the Ba- 
hamas. 


Thomas Michael Tolliver Niles, 

of the District of Columbia, a career 
member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Career Minister, to be the Repre- 
sentative of the United States of America to 





Submitted May 2—Continued 

the European Communities, with the rank 
and status of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. 


Joseph Zappala, 

of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Spain. 


Francis Anthony Keating II, . 

of Oklahoma, to be General Counsel of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment, vice J. Michael Dorsey, resigned. 


Franklin Eugene Bailey, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, vice Wilmer D. Mizell, Sr., re- 
signed. 


James E. Cason, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, vice George S. Dunlop, re- 
signed. 


Charles E. Hess, 

of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, vice Orville G. Bentley, re- 
signed. 


David J. Gribbin III, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, vice M.D.B. Carlisle, resigned. 


Louis A. Williams, 
of Wyoming, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, vice J. Daniel Howard, resigned. 


Submitted May 5 


Melvin F. Sembler, 

of Florida, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Australia and to serve concur- 
rently and without additional compensation 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Nauru. 


Richard H. Solomon, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of State, vice Gaston Joseph 
Sigur, Jr., resigned. 
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Submitted May 5—Continued 

Jewel S. Lafontant, 

of Illinois, to be United States Coordinator 
for Refugee Affairs and Ambassador-at- 
Large while serving in this position, vice 
Jonathan Moore, resigned. 


Jo Ann D. Smith, 

of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, vice Kenneth A. Gilles, re- 
signed. 


Kathleen M. Harrington, 

of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist- 
ant Secretary of Labor, vice Francis J. 
Duggan. 


Kenneth B. Kramer, 

of Colorado, to be an Associate Judge of the 
United States Court of Veterans Appeals for 
the term of 15 years (new position—P.L. 
100-687). 


Withdrawn May 5 


Francis J. Duggan, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Labor, vice William John Maroni, which 
was sent to the Senate on January 3, 1989. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released May 2 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the Council of the Americas 


Released May 5 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Kenneth B. Kramer to be an 
Associate Judge of the United States Court 
of Veterans Appeals 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved May 2 


SJ. Res. 60 / Public Law 101-21 
To designate the period commencing on 
May 1, 1989, and ending on May 7, 1989, as 
“National Drinking Water Week” 


SJ. Res. 84 / Public Law 101-22 

To designate April 30, 1989, as “National 
Society of the Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion Centennial Day” 


Approved May 2—Continued 

S.J. Res. 52 / Public Law 101-23 

To express gratitude for law enforcement 
personnel 


Approved May 3 


HJ. Res. 124 / Public Law 101-24 

To recognize the seventy-fifth anniversary 
of the Smith-Lever Act of May 8, 1914, and 
its role in establishing our Nation’s system 
of State Cooperative Extension Services 


Approved May 5 


SJ. Res. 25 / Public Law 101-25 

To designate the week of May 7, 1989, 
through May 14, 1989, as “Jewish Heritage 
Week” 
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